
437 You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy! 
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giv-er of mer-cy! 

This adaptation of the traditional Kyrie eleison text transforms a series of petitions into a series of acclamations. 
With harsher music these might have seemed bold or rash, but this plaintive setting derived from an 
Appalnchian melody preserves a sense of hwnility und bust. 
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T~XT: Trad. liturgical text; rev. The Worshipbook, 1970 
MUSIC: Appalachian folk melody; arr. Richard D. Wetzel, 1972 
Text© 1970 The Westminster Press (admin. Westminster }Ohi' Knox Press) 
Music© 1972 The Westminster Press (admin. Westminster john Knox Press) 
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438 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 
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I Rock of A - ges, cleft for m.e, let me hide my· self in thee. 
2 Not the la-bors of my hands can ful · fill thy law's de-mands. 
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; sim ·ply to thy cross I cling; 
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when my eye -lids close in death, 
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Let the wa - ter and the blood from thy wound-ed side which flowed 
Could my zeal no res - pite lG1ow, could my tears for-ev-er flow, 
na . ked, come to thee for dress, help -less, look to thee for grace; 
when I soar to worlds un-known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne, 
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Though scholars discredit the story that this hymn was written when the author found shelter under a large 
rock during a thunderstorm, the popular appeal of that conjecture perhaps lies in the energy of this plea and 
the vividness of its imagery drawn from many biblical sources. 

TEXT: Augustus M. Toplady, 1776, alt. 
MUSIC: TI1omas Hasti11gs, 1830, alt. 
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